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The Black Cube
“A WHITE ball elects, a black cube (or ball) rejects.”
This, or some similar statement, is usually made at a lodge prior to voting on
the application of one who would be an initiate of Freemasonry.
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In all Jurisdictions in the United States, the ballot on an applicant is taken secretly—that is, with no brother knowing how another may vote. In most Jurisdictions it is an infraction of Masonic law—in all it is a serious infraction of Masonic ethics—to endeavor to ascertain how another brother will vote, or has
voted on an applicant or to disclose how he voted or will vote. The “secrecy of
the ballot” and the universal (in this country) requirements that a ballot be
unanimous to elect are two of the greatest bulwarks of the Fraternity. Occasionally both the secrecy and the unanimity may seem to work a hardship on a
man apparently worthy of being taken by the hand as a brother; but no human
institution is perfect, and no human being acts always according to the best
that is in him. The occasional failure of the system to work complete justice
may be laid to the individuals using it and not to the Fraternity.
“Harmony being the strength and support of all well regulated institutions, especially this of ours.” This phrase, or one similar, is familiar to all Masons. Harmony—oneness of mind, effort, ideas and ideals—is one of the foundations of
Freemasonry. Anything which interferes with Harmony by so much hurts the
Institution. Therefore it is essential that lodges have a harmonious membership; that no man be admitted to the Masonic home of any brother against his
will. For this reason it is required that the names of applicants to a lodge be set
before the entire membership, prior to a vote, that all may know that John
Smith is to be balloted upon; that any who think him unfit timber for the lodge,
or who have personal objections to entering into the sacred relation of brotherhood with him, may have the opportunity to say “No.”
The power thus put in the hands of the individual Master Mason is very great.
No officer, not even the Grand Master, may inquire how we vote, or why we
voted as we did. No Grand Master has the power to set aside the black cube
we cast. If in the ballot box is a black cube, the applicant is rejected. (In many
Jurisdictions a single black cube in the ballot box requires the ballot to be taken again, immediately, to avoid the possibility of a mistake.
(Continued on Page 2)
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From the East

Get Changes & Updates

Brethren,
It’s been a quiet month at Mt. Moriah, but we have great things coming up. Our Entered Apprentices are
hard at work on their proficiencies so we can expect at least three Second Degrees very soon.

Subscribe to Mt. Moriah email list;
send your request to jeff@jeffpowell.com
Or visit www.mtmoriah292.org

Our annual Sweetheart’s Brunch has been delayed this year, but I have now been informed that it will take
place on Sunday, April 13th, 2014, at 10 AM at Mariani’s. Please contact our Secretary Wayne Heimsoth
for reservations. Let’s come and support our Sweethearts and show them we care. Cost is $40 per
person. A great time guaranteed. Flyers will be sent by e-mail.
I had the privilege of attending a triple 1st Degree at Friendship #210 along with our Senior and Junior
Wardens and Senior Deacon. It was a great evening, and we all agreed that we’d do it again soon. If you
have a free evening, attend a degree at another Lodge! Let’s show fellowship with our Brothers.
Fraternally,
Jeff Powell, Master

Jeff Powell
Phone: (408) 476-8476
Email: jeff@jeffpowell.com

(continued from Page 1)
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If the black cube reappears the second time, the applicant is rejected.
This rejection of an application does more than merely prevent the applicant from being given the degrees.
It creates over the petitioner a lodge jurisdiction. He may not apply to another lodge for the degrees refused him by this one, without first securing from that lodge a waiver of jurisdiction. He may not again apply even to the lodge which rejected him until after a certain statutory period—usually six months. When
his application is again received and brought up for ballot, the fact that he previously applied and was rejected is stated to the lodge.
In other words, the casting of a black cube not only rejects for the degrees, but puts a certain disability
upon the applicant which he is powerless to remove.
The brother who casts a ballot, then, upon an applicant, wields a tremendous power. Like most powers, it
can be used well or ill. It may work harm, or good, not only upon him upon whom it is used, but to him who
uses it. Unlike many great powers put into the hands of men, however, this one is not subject to review or
control by any human agency. No king, prince, potentate; no law, custom or regulation; no Masonic brother or officer, can interfere with the individual’s use of his power.
For no one knows who uses the black cube. No one knows why one is cast. The individual brother and his
God alone know. The very absence of any responsibility to man or authority is one of the reasons why the
power should be used with intelligence, and only when, after solemn self-inquiry, the reason behind its use
is found to be Masonic.
Any one can think of a hundred reasons why black cubes are cast. Our neighbor applies for the degrees.
Outwardly he is an honest man of good character, bearing a good reputation. However, we have heard
him quarreling violently with his wife. We are morally sure that he struck her.
(continued on Page 3)

Masonic Hall in AuSable Forks converted to Tahawus Lodge Center
The historic Masonic Hall in AuSable Forks hamlet will be turned into a cultural and community hub called Tahawus
Lodge Center. Foundation representatives said the three-story building is in need of extensive repair, and the New York
City-based group will undertake a capital campaign to raise funds for the $1.2 million renovation.
"The restoration and re-use of this building on Main Street in the business district of AuSable Forks is a clear signal that
revitalization efforts are at work," said Craig Brashear, executive director of the Appleby Foundation and Rebecca Kelly
Ballet. Brashear said it will "create a home for a wide network of organizations, artisans, schools, museums and local
businesses, services and entrepreneurs." Retail and craft shops will be leased space in the building, which is expected
to be ready in 2011.
The local architectural team Premises, headed by Bryan Burke and Beverly Eichenlaub, has been se-lected to design
the building renovation. Premises, based in Essex, has a background in design for com-munities, cultural centers and
green technology.
The new cultural and multi-purpose center will serve the community and create jobs, adding to the revitali-zation movement already under way in the town.
When the building was a Masonic Hall, it was known as the Tahawus Lodge, so Brashear and Kelly said they decided
to incorporate that into the name of the new center.
http://www.pressrepublican.com/homepage/local_story_183233007.html?keyword=topstory
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(408) 867-0504 (mobile)
jimdingman@yahoo.com

Nicholas Schilling (Debbie) Senior Warden
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ncschilling@hotmail.com
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dialdice@gmail.com

Jim Dingman
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(408) 859-0504 mobile
Coach
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Wayne Heimsoth
(Susan) Secretary
(408) 353-3298 home, (408) 806-1804 mobile
WHeimsoth@aol.com

Chris Rohrs, PM
Junior Past Master
(408) 867-2694 home, (408) 529-8147 mobile
crohrs18@sbcglobal.net

Mark McEuen (Judy)
Chaplain
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Richard Bartlett (Georgia) Senior Deacon
(831) 423-8462 home, (831) 331-3342 mobile
rick_bartlett@comcast.net
Jeff Strouse (Karen)
Junior Deacon
(408) 250-6424 home, (408) 250-6424 mobile
j.strouse@xlnt3.com
Ron Rundell (Hilde)
Marshal
(408) 374-3141 home, (408) 206-5434 mobile
rcrundell@msn.com
Steven Coutinho (Sandra) Junior Steward
(408) 323-1041 home, (408) 421-4804 mobile
jrsteward@mtmoriah292.org
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We can’t prove it; the poor woman never said anything about it; she suffered the blow in silence rather
than endure the greater agony of publicity. It is not for us to have him arrested as a wife beater if his wife
can stand him! But we don’t want a coward, a bully in our lodge! Naturally—and most brethren will say
properly—we cast the black cube.
Our office associate wants to be a Mason. He applies to our lodge. As far as the investigating committee
can ascertain he is a good man, honest, pays his debts, is a church member, a hard worker. But we have
heard him repeat, to us and to others, matters which we know were given to him in confidence.
We have learned to distrust his discretion. We don’t believe that a promise means much to him. It may be,
of course, that a Masonic obligation would be kept. But we are not sure. Naturally, we vote against him.
Some men otherwise “good and true” are ill-natured, violent tempered, disagreeable. To admit them to our
lodge might destroy its harmony of spirit. Others are vain and boastful, self-seeking, apt to bend every
agency in which they come in contact to their own ends. We do not believe such a man will be an asset to
our lodge. We keep him out.
A certain man IS our personal enemy. The quarrel between us may have nothing to do with right and
wrong; it may be the result merely of a life time of antagonism. He applies to our lodge. Our lodge is our
Masonic home. We would not want this man in our family home; we do not think we will be happy with him
in our Masonic home. It is our privilege to keep him out.
These, and a thousand other good reasons, are all proper ones for the casting of a black cube. If the lodge
might suffer, if we might suffer, if we know that our absent brother would suffer from the applicant being
elected, we have the best of reasons for seeing that he is rejected. Such use of our power is proper, Masonic, ethical, wise, just.
But there is another side of the shield. Unfortunately, no hard and fast rule can be laid down. There is no
way to explain “this is a good reason, but that is not a good reason” for casting a black cube. Each of us
has to judge the reason for himself. Yet some suggestions may be given.
We know a man we dislike. He has different ideas from ours. He belongs to a different “set.” He is not the
type we admire. Our dislike does not amount to hatred, nor is it predicated upon any evil in the man’s character. He and we are antipathetic; we rub each other the wrong way. When he applies to our lodge we
must decide this question: will the unpleasantness to us, in having him as a member, be greater than the
good to him which may come from his reception of the Masonic teachings? Are we sure that we cannot
accept him as a brother merely because we “have never liked him?” We all know cases like this; the president of the bank turns down Johnson’s application for a second mortgage. Johnson makes the matter personal. He “has it in” for the president. The president applies for the degrees. Some one casts a black cube.
It may, and may not, be Johnson. We don’t know. But perhaps, later, we hear Johnson’s boast “I got even
with the son-of-a-gun who turned down my loan !” He doesn’t say how he “got even,” of course. But we are
pretty sure we know.
Such a use of the black cube is, of course, utterly un-masonic. It is a misuse of a great power. As well turn
down the minister of the Baptist church because he doesn’t agree with our minister, who is a Methodist! As
well turn down the automobile dealer because he refused to give us a larger allowance on our old car!
Turning the Masonic black cube into a secret dagger for personal revenge is indefensible.
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Freemasonry works some curious miracles. A self-made man applied five times for the degrees in a certain lodge. The man was rather ignorant, yet a commercial success. He had, literally, raised himself by his
bootstraps from the poverty of the streets to a business position of some prominence. Yet he was rather
raw, rough add ready, even uncouth. No shadow of personal unworthiness rested upon him; he was honest, upright, a good citizen.
In this lodge a certain Past Master—as was discovered in after years—voted four times against this applicant. The Past Master left the city. On the fifth application the petitioner was elected. Something in Masonry took hold of his heart; through Masonry he was led to acquire some of the education he lacked;
through Masonry he was led into the church. In time he made such a reputation for himself as a Mason
that he was put in line, and finally achieved the solemn distinction of being made Master of his lodge. He is
still regarded as one of the best, most constructive and ablest Masters that lodge has ever had.
In the course of ten or twelve years the absent Past Master returned. In the light of history, he confessed
(which strictly speaking he should not have done!) that it was he who had kept this man out for what he
really believed were good reasons; he thought the “rough neck” would detract from the dignity and honor
of the Fraternity. Yet this same “rough neck,” through Masonry, became educated, a good churchman, a
fine Mason and an excellent officer. Had the Past Master whose black cube were cast with honest intention to benefit the Fraternity not left town, the blessings of Masonry might forever have been denied a
heart ready to receive them, and society, lodge and church been prevented from having the services of a
man who gave largely of himself to all three. The black cube is the great protection of the Fraternity; it
permits the brother who does not desire to make public his secret knowledge to use that knowledge for the
benefit of the Craft. It gives to all members the right to say who shall not become members of their lodge
family. But at the same time it puts to the test the Masonic heart, and the personal honesty of every brother who deliberates on its use. The black cube is a thorough test of our understanding of the Masonic
teaching of the cardinal virtue Justice, which “enables us to render to every man his just due without distinction.” We are taught of justice that “it should be the invariable practice of every Mason, never to deviate
from the minutest principles thereof.”
Justice to the lodge requires us to cast the black cube on an applicant we believe to be unfit.
Justice to ourselves requires that we cast the black cube on the application of the man we believe would
destroy the harmony of our lodge.
Justice to the applicant—we are taught to render justice to every man, not merely to Masons—requires
that no black cube be cast for little reasons, small reasons, mean reasons.
And justice to justice requires that we think carefully, deliberate slowly, and act cautiously. No man will
know what we do; no eye will see, save that All Seeing Eye which pervades the innermost recesses of our
hearts, and will, so we are taught, reward us according to our merits.
Shakespeare said, “O, it is excellent to have a giant’s strength, but it is tyrannous to use it like a giant!”
The black cube is a giant’s strength to protect Freemasonry. Used thoughtlessly, carelessly, without Masonic reason, it crushes not only him at whom it is aimed but him who casts it.
A well used black cube goes into the ballot.
Ill used, it drops into the heart and blackens it.
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From the Secretary’s Table
From the Grand Lodge, it is now necessary for us to have on file the release form so that we can show
your name, address, email, or photo in the Trestleboard. For example, the birthday list cannot be printed
this time, as the brothers who are on there, have not returned the form. I emailed them out to those
members who have email. They will be included in this month’s trestleboard.
We have 326 members in our lodge, but 43 have not paid their 2014 dues as yet. We thank those that
have paid, and those that are in arrears, please send in your dues and make it easier on your secretary.
Fraternally,
Wayne Heimsoth

Secretary

Wayne Heimsoth
Phone: (408) 353-3298
Email: WHeimsoth@aol.com

From the West
Brethren,
On February 13th I entered the San Jose Masonic Center and was greeted warmly. Friendship Lodge was
having a triple first degree. I was joined by our Master, Junior Warden and Senior Deacon. There were
about 30 masons in attendance. Several Lodges were represented. After the degrees we had refreshments
which concluded the evening.
The San Jose Rainbow Girls are having a Spring Fashion Show on March 16th at 12pm. It will be held at
the San Jose Masonic Center. This is an annual event that raises operating funds for the assembly. It features women’s clothing and jewelry which can be purchased. The cost of lunch is $10 dollars.
Fraternally,
Nick Schilling

Senior Warden

Nicholas Schilling
Phone: (408) 772-1997
Email: ncschilling@hotmail.com

From the South
Brethren, the menu for our March Stated Meeting dinner, which will take place at 6:30 PM on Thursday,
March 6th, 2014, will consist of the traditional St. Patrick’s Day dinner of corned beef and cabbage, potatoes, carrots, green salad, Irish coffee, and fruit tarts. The cost of the dinner will be $10 per person. If you
are planning to attend the dinner, please RSVP no later than the preceding Tuesday, preferably by email,
to dialdice@gmail.com. You may also RSVP via phone or text, at 408-550-5039. I use the RSVP count
when planning for how much food to prepare. You should try to make it to the dinner. These dinners are a
great way to share good times with fellow brothers and their families. As usual, if you have any suggestions
for a future dinner this year, please let me know. Also, any help, especially with taking money at the door or
cleanup afterwards, would be greatly appreciated.
Did you know that the dish of corned beef and cabbage was actually popularized by Irish American immigrants? Beef was a luxury in Ireland. In celebrations of St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland who originally brought Christianity to Ireland, the traditional meal was actually centered around pork. When Irish immigrants arrived in the United States, many of them in New York, pork was not as readily available as corned
beef. Hence, the tradition of eating corned beef on St. Patrick's Day was established.
Fraternally,
Allen Diamond

Junior Warden

Allen Diamond
Phone: (408) 550-5039
Email: dialdice@gmail.com

