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FREE AND ACCEPTED
The origin of these terms, descriptive of Speculative Freemasons,
goes back into the very beginnings of the history of the Order; indeed, behind the history of the building Craft in Europe. But it is only in keeping with the antiquity of the teachings of Freemasonry.
Many of our symbols and their meanings go back to the very childhood of the race. Through these a direct relationship may be traced
in mind, heart and ideal; if not in written document, to such diverse
ages and places as China four thousand years ago, the priesthood
of ancient Egypt and the Jews of the Captivity. For purposes of understanding the genesis of the word “Free” as coupled with Mason,
it will suffice to begin with the Roman “Collegia”, orders or associations of men engaged in similar pursuits. Doubtless their formation
was caused partly by the universal desire for fellowship and association, particularly strong in Rome, in which the individual was so
largely submerged for the good of the Empire, and partly by economic necessity, just as labor unions are formed today. These Collegia” speedily became so prominent and powerful that Roman Emperors attempted to abolish the right of free association. In spite of
edicts and persecutions, however, the “Collegia” continued to exist.
The Colleges of Architects, however, for a time were sanctioned
even after others were forbidden. They were too valuable to the
State to be abolished, or made to work and meet in secret. They
were not at this time “called” Freemasons, but they were “free” and it is the fact and not the name which is here important. Without
architects and builders, Rome could not expand, so the colleges of
Architects were permitted to regulate their own affairs and work under their own constitutions, free of restrictions which attempted to
destroy the “collegia.” Then, as now, “three” were necessary to form
a College (no Masonic lodge can meet with less than three); the
college had a “Magister” or Master, and two Wardens.
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From the East

Get Changes & Updates

Brethren,

Subscribe to Mt. Moriah email list;
send your request to jeff@jeffpowell.com
Or visit www.mtmoriah292.org

Annual Communication is coming starting October 10th. I hope you all plan to attend. The opening session begins at 1 PM on Friday.
We have two first degrees coming up, although with Grand Lodge we may have to delay them until November. Stay tuned and watch our schedule. Our official and up-to-date calendar can always be found on our
website at http://www.mtmoriah292.org. You can also configure your smartphone to synchronize with the
calendar automatically so you never miss an event. Ask me how if you’d like to know how to set it up.
The Grand Master’s Reception is on October 19th at the Scottish Rite Center. We need more members
attending (Mt. Moriah is hosting, after all). We still have some tickets left, so contact our Junior Warden,
Allen Diamond, for tickets.
Fraternally,
Jeff Powell, Master

Jeff Powell
Phone: (408) 476-8476
Email: jeff@jeffpowell.com

(continued from page 1)
There were three orders or degrees in the College which to a large extent used emblems
which are a part of Freemasonry. Roman sarcophagi show carvings of square, compasses, plumb. level and sometimes columns. Of the ceremonies of the “Collegia” we
know little or nothing. Of their work we know much, and of their history enough to trace
their decline and fall. The Emperor Diocletian attempted to destroy the new religion, Christianity, which threatened so much which seemed to the Romans to make Rome, Rome.
Many members of the Colleges of Architects were Christians - a very natural result, since
these associations had taught and believed in brotherhood because of a common Father,
the members of the College or Architects took for their own his doctrine, so strangely familiar. Persecution, vengeance, cruelty followed; this is not the place to go deeply into the
story of the four Masons and the Apprentice who were tortured to death, only to become
the Four Crowned Martyrs and Patron Saints of later builders and the Masons of the Middle Ages. Suffice it that the College of Architects were broken up and fled from Rome.
Comes a gap which is not yet bridged. Between the downfall of Rome and the rise of
Gothic architecture in Europe we know little of what happened to the builders’ “Collegia.” It
is here that we come to the fascinating theory of the Comancines - that some of the expelled builders found refuge on the Island of Comacina in Lake Como, and, through generation after generation, kept alive the traditions and secrets of the art until such time as the
world was again ready for the Master Builders. All this is fascinatingly set forth in several
books, best known of which is Leader Scott’s “Cathedral Builders, the Story of a Great Masonic Guild.” The author says that the Comancine Masters “were the link between the classic “Collegia” and all other art and trade guilds of the middle ages. They were Freemasons
because they were builders of a privileged class, absolved from taxes and servitude, and
free to travel about in times of feudal bondage.
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(Continued from page 4)
Ecclesiasts, desiring to become architects
and builders, joined the Order. Lovers of
liberty were naturally attracted to a fellowship in which members enjoyed unusual
freedom among their fellows.

Mt.Moriah Lodge No.292 F. & A. M.
131 East Main Street, Los Gatos, CA 95030
Stated Meetings: First Thursdays
Lodge Hotline: (408) 502-NEWS (6397)
Secretary: Wayne Heimsoth
(408) 353-3298 home

Gradually the “accepted” or Speculative Freemasons equaled, then outnumbered the operative craftsmen and slowly but surely the Craft came to be what it is today, and has been
for more than two centuries, wholly Speculative in character. Through the years, particularly those which saw the decline of great building and coming of the Reformation, more and
more became the Accepted Masons and less and less the operative building Freemasons.
Of forty-nine names on the roll of the Lodge of Aberdeen in the year 1670, thirty-nine were
those of Accepted Masons. Hence our title - Free and Accepted Masons - abbreviated F &
A.M. United States Grand Lodges style themselves under several different abbreviations:
F.& A.M., F. and A.; A.F. & A.M.; and other variations using the Ampersand (&) in place of
the word “and.” The District of Columbia still uses F.A.A.M., meaning Free and Accepted
Masons, in spite of the possible confusion as to whether the first “A” stands for “and” or
“ancient.” The variations are accounted for both by difference on origins, some Grand
Lodges coming into being with lodges held under the “Ancients” and some from the
“Moderns” and by variations due to the errors which are seemingly ineradicable in “mouth
to ear” instruction. But of all of us, regardless of what order we choose for “Ancient,”
“Accepted,” “Free” and “Masons,” all are “Free and Accepted.” It is one of the glories of the
Craft that her historians can trace such derivations into such a long gone past. That Mason
is dead of soul, indeed, who cannot thrill to the thought that as a Free and accepted Mason
he is kin not only to those ancient brethren of Old England who first began the practice of
“accepting” good men because they “were” good men, not because they were builders, but
also to the builders of ancient Rome and all the generations which sprang from them, who
were “Free” of the bonds which bound less skillful and esteemed workmen.
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Lodge Contacts
OFFICERS

OFFICERS

Jeff Powell (Claire)
Master
(408) 293-3371 home, (408) 476-8476 mobile
jeff@jeffpowell.com

Jim Dingman, PM (Patty) Tiler
(408) 867-0504 (mobile)
jimdingman@yahoo.com

Nicholas Schilling (Debbie) Senior Warden
(408) 772-1997 home, (408) 772-1997 mobile
ncschilling@hotmail.com

Randy Downey, PM (Micki) Officers’ Coach
(408) 255-3719 home, (408) 674-8341 mobile
oldmandowney@msn.com

Allen Diamond (Diane) Junior Warden
Home (408) 252-5340, (408) 550-5039 mobile
dialdice@gmail.com

Jim Dingman
Head Candidates’
(408) 859-0504 mobile
Coach
jimdingman@yahoo.com

Wayne Heimsoth
(Susan) Secretary
(408) 353-3298 home, (408) 806-1804 mobile
WHeimsoth@aol.com

Chris Rohrs, PM
Junior Past Master
(408) 867-2694 home, (408) 529-8147 mobile
crohrs18@sbcglobal.net

Mark McEuen (Judy)
Chaplain
(408) 251-3086 home
mousetours@sbcglobal.net
Richard Bartlett (Georgia) Senior Deacon
(831) 423-8462 home, (831) 331-3342 mobile
rick_bartlett@comcast.net
Jeff Strouse (Karen)
Junior Deacon
(408) 250-6424 home, (408) 250-6424 mobile
j.strouse@xlnt3.com
Ron Rundell (Hilde)
Marshal
(408) 374-3141 home, (408) 206-5434 mobile
rcrundell@msn.com
Josh Copeland
(330) 949-3498 mobile
copelandbit@gmail.com

Senior Steward

Steven Coutinho (Sandra) Junior Steward
(408) 323-1041 home, (408) 421-4804 mobile
jrsteward@mtmoriah292.org

TRESTLEBOARD

Jeff Powell (Claire)
Editor/Publisher
(408) 293-3371 home, (408) 476-8476 mobile,
jeff@jeffpowell.com

INSPECTOR

Joe Campbell (Mary Jane)
341th Masonic District
(408) 248-4356 home, 408) 234-5447 mobile,
wjcsjcca@aol.com
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(continued from page 2)
During the Middle Ages and the rise of Gothic Architecture, we find two distinct classes of
Masons; the Guild Masons who, like the Guild Carpenters, Weavers or Merchants were
local in character and strictly regulated by law, and the Freemasons, who traveled about
from city to city as their services were needed to design and erect those marvelous
churches and cathedrals which stand today inimitable in beauty. It may not be affirmed as
a proved fact that the Freemasons of the Middle Ages were the direct descendants
through the Comacine Masters of the Colleges of Architects of Rome, but there is too
much evidence of a similar structure, ideal and purpose and too many similarities of symbol, tool and custom to dismiss the idea merely because we have no written record covering the period between the expulsion from Rome and the beginning of the Cathedral building age. However this may be, the operative builders and designers of the Cathedrals of
Europe were an older order than the Guild Masons; it is from these Freemasons - free of
the Guild and free of the local laws - that the Masonry of today has come. Incidentally, it
may be noted that the historian Findel finds the name Freemason as early as 1212 and
the name occurs in 1375 in the history of the Company of Masons of the City of London.
The history of the Freemasons through the Cathedral Building Ages up to the Reformation
and the gradual decline of the building arts, needs volumes where here are but pages. But
it must be emphasized that the Freemasons were far more than architects and builders;
they were the artists, the leaders, the teachers, the mathematicians and the poets of their
time. In their lodges Speculative Masonry grew side by side with their operative art. They
were jealous of their Order and strict in their acceptance of Apprentices; strict too, in admitting Apprenticed to be Fellows of the Craft, requiring seven years of labor before an
Apprentice might make his Mater’s Piece” to submit to the Master and Wardens of his
lodge, when happily, he might become a Fellow and receive “the Mason Word.” No fools
built the great Cathedrals of Europe. Mathematics. architecture, strength of materials, the
principle of the arch, proportion, unity, beauty - all had to practiced by experts to produce
these tremendous structures, on which the most modern science and art cannot improve.
It was only natural then, that the Masters desired a high quality of Craftsmanship. Only
Apprentices of character and willingness to learn were accepted. Only those who could
make a perfect Master’s Piece were accepted as Fellows. Doubtless only the most expert
and learned of the Fellows could ever hope to be Masters.
Then, as now, to secure fine workmen they began early and trained them long. As a workman who was immoral, a drunkard, a gambler, a loose liver could not hope to learn to do
good work, or to be trusted with the operative secrets; it was essential that moral precepts
and philosophical lessons be incorporated into operative lodge life.
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(continued from Page 3)
Unquestionably the building crafts from the earliest ages - ate, even back of the Roman
Collegia - incorporated speculative teachings with operative instructions given to Apprentices. This practice grew and expanded during what may be termed the formative period of
the Fraternity. The Cathedral Builders of the Middle Ages must have been a little world unto themselves in the towns in which they worked. They would employ the local Guild Masons for the rough work, but strictly excluded them from their lodge when meetings were
held. Doubtless these meetings were frequent, perhaps nightly, to discuss the great work
being done. Young Apprentices, like young men the world over, would skylark and want to
have a good time. Their elders would reprove and read them a lesson in a simple parable
of the building art. The square, the compasses, the trowel, the chisel, the mallet, the gavel
and the setting maul would all be brought into such lessons.
And so, through year after year and age after age, the teachings of Speculative Masonry
grew. And as is invariably the case the thing which was used as an example to teach,
gradually came to symbolize the lesson taught. To be “square” was at first but an essential
of a tool and an ashlar. Universally now, a “square man” is an honest one. Trowel and gavel took upon themselves significances far beyond their operative use. Master after Master
would add from his store of learning; lesson after lesson would be incorporated with an
operative practice, until the Speculative Art and the Operative Craft were, apparently, dependent upon each other. It is world history that knowledge cannot be kept from those who
seek it. By hook or crook, in one way or another, the student will find that which he seeks.
In an age when learning was difficult to get, and association with the educated was hardly
to be had outside the church, it was but natural that thoughtful and scholarly men should
desire membership among Freemasons.
Other men, thoughtful but not scholarly, would see in the Speculative teachings of the Masons that road to knowledge which was otherwise hard to find. Neither, however, would
want to practice operative Masonry, serve seven years apprenticeship or make a Master’s
Piece. Just how such men accomplished their desire and became “accepted” members of
the Order we do not know. Doubtless they had something to bring to, as well as something
to get from their operative brethren. But we do know the fact; a place was made for such
seekers after the light. Distinguished by the title “accepted” that they might not be confused
with “free” Masons, these non-building members encouraged and expanded the speculative side of Masonry. It is not possible to say when this practice began. The Regius Poem,
the oldest document of Freemasonry (1390) speaks of Prince Edward as:
“Of Speculatyfe he was a Master.”
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From the West
Brethren,
I am putting a program together for next year. Let me know of activities you would like to do with the lodge.
I encourage you to participate. I will be sending a survey out by email.
San Jose Assembly No. 5, IORG is having a Fall Fashion Show on Sunday October 5th at 3 PM at the San
Jose Masonic Center. They are also having a Fall Fashion Show on Sunday October 5th at the San Jose
Masonic Center. Please support the youth groups if you can.
Fraternally,
Nick Schilling

Senior Warden

Nicholas Schilling
Phone: (408) 772-1997
Email: ncschilling@hotmail.com

From the South
Brethren, the menu for our October Stated Meeting dinner, which will take place at 6:30 PM on
Thursday, October 2nd, 2014, will consist of a Green Salad, Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, and
Green Beans, with delicious Pumpkin Pie for dessert. BYOB. A Vegetarian alternative may be arranged. Please contact my wife by telephone at least 3 days in advance at 408-252-5340 to arrange it. The cost of the dinner will be the usual $10 per person. If you are planning to attend the
dinner, please RSVP by Tuesday, September 30th, 2014, preferably by email, to dialdice@gmail.com. You may also RSVP via phone or text, at 408-550-5039. As usual, I will use the
RSVP count when planning for how much food to prepare. These dinners are always a great way
to share good times with fellow brothers and their families. Help with taking money at the door or
cleanup afterwards is always greatly appreciated.
Columbus Day is celebrated as the anniversary of Christopher Columbus' arrival in the Americas,
which happened on October 12, 1492. Columbus Day first became an official state holiday in Colorado in 1906, and became a federal holiday in the United States in 1937, when Congress and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt made October 12 a federal holiday under the name Columbus
Day. Since 1970, the holiday has been fixed to the second Monday in October, coincidentally the
same day as Thanksgiving in neighboring Canada, which was fixed to that date in 1959. Note that
October 12, 1970, was a Monday. It is generally observed nowadays by banks, the bond market,
the U.S. Postal Service, other federal agencies, most state government offices, many businesses,
and most school districts. Some states and municipalities abstain from observing the holiday. Hawaii, Alaska, Oregon, and South Dakota are U.S. states that do not recognize Columbus Day at all,
though Hawaii and South Dakota mark the day with an alternative holiday or observance. Hawaii
celebrates Discoverers' Day, which commemorates the Polynesian discoverers of Hawaii on the
same date, and South Dakota celebrates the day as an official state holiday known as Native
American Day rather than Columbus Day.
Fraternally,
Allen Diamond

Junior Warden

Allen Diamond
Phone: (408) 550-5039
Email: dialdice@gmail.com

