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LEWIS AND CLARK
Among the many noted explorers of the 17th and 18th centuries on the North
American continent, explorers such as Champlain, de Soto, Hudson, Marquette, Vespucius and La Salle, the names of Meriwether Lewis and William
Clark must be forever in the first rank. It was through the efforts of Lewis and
Clark that the early United States began to stir for greater expansion in North
America.
Meriwether Lewis (1774-1809)
Meriwether Lewis was born on August 18, 1774 in Albermarle County, Virginia, the eldest son of William and Lucy (Meriwether) Lewis. His father served in
the Continental Army and died shortly after the British surrendered at Yorktown. When Lewis was ten years old, his mother, having married John Marks,
the family moved to upper Georgia to join a large group of kinfolk who had
holdings on the Broad River. Here Lewis developed a liking for the outdoors,
hunting and studying the wildlife and vegetation of the area and recording his
findings in a scientific manner. Lewis returned to Virginia in 1787 at the age of
thirteen, to study Latin, mathematics and rudimentary science under the Reverend Matthew Maury. He continued his studies with various tutors with the
intention of attending William and Mary College. However, because his stepfather had died and his mother had returned to the Virginia Plantation, Lewis,
now 18 years old, felt obligated to remain in Virginia with his mother and manage the plantation and to take over the education of half brother and sister,
John and Mary Marks.
In 1794 when the Whiskey Rebellion broke out, Lewis, then a member of the
militia, was called out to help suppress the rebellion. He liked military life so
well, that on May 1, 1795 he enlisted in the regular army and was commissioned an Ensign in the 2nd Legion. He served under Anthony Wayne at the
treaty signing that ended the northern Indian wars in the Northwest Territory.
In 1796, Lewis was promoted to Lieutenant and stationed with the 1st Infantry
at several posts. In 1797, after the Spanish had evacuated the area near
Memphis, Lewis commanded a company occupying Fort Pickering at that
site. This was Chickasaw Indian Territory and here Lewis showed his great
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Brethren,
On August 8th we went on a Kayaking Tour of Elkhorn Slough at Moss Landing. A few of us went, had a
good time and a lot of exercise.
The annual Grand Master’s Charity Golf Tournament at Moffett field was held on August 9th. 25 thousand
dollars was raised which will go towards Masons 4 Mitts and Firefighters in Safety Education.
On September 10th the Constitutional Observance will be held at the San Jose Scottish Rite. Dinner is at
6:30pm and the Program at 7:30pm. Contact Bud Ramsey to RSVP.
This month’s Officers Association Meeting will be hosted by Golden Rule on the 21st at 6:30pm.
On September 26th we will be doing a Champagne Brunch Cruise aboard the California Hornblower. The
cost is $87 per person. Contact Jeff Strouse to RSVP.
We are currently practicing in advanced stations. If you are interested in being an officer next year contact
Al Diamond.
Fraternally,
Nick Schilling, Master
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Nick Schilling
Phone: (408) 772-1997
Email: ncschilling@hotmail.com

(from Page 1)
ability by learning the Chicasaw language and their customs, knowledge that would stand him in good
stead in later years. From here he went to Detroit and was there when his friend and neighbor, Thomas
Jefferson, was elected president of the United States.
Following his inauguration, Jefferson offered the position of private secretary to Lewis who promptly accepted, still retaining his military rank while on leave of absence from active duty. Both Jefferson and Lewis
had long harbored a desire to locate a land route to the Pacific. It was on January 18, 1803, that Jefferson
requested from Congress an appropriation of $2,500, for this project. Congress readily concurred.
WILLIAM CLARK (1770-1838)
Clark was born in his family home in Caroline County, Virginia on August 1, 1770, the ninth child of John
and Ann (Rogers) Clark. His parents had come to Caroline County from Albemarle County some fifteen
years earlier. With little or no formal education, Clark developed a practical approach by listening to others,
observing nature about him and learning to draw maps and do practical field surveying. This frontiersman
approach was to stand him in good stead in later life. William was only six years old when his oldest brother Johnathan, then a major in the Virginia army was taken prisoner at the Battle of Germantown. At about
the same time, his second brother, George Rogers Clark, defeated the British at Vincennes.
After the close of the Revolutionary War, the family moved from Virginia to Kentucky, stopping off near
Redstone for the winter. In the spring of 1785, the family and their belongings rafted down the Monongahela River to Louisville where their son, George Roger, now a general, received his parents and family. It was
here that the family home, Mulberry Hill was built. In 1799, both of William's parents died and he continued
to live there until he joined with Clark for the Lewis and Clark Expedition. While there was peace with Great
Britain and the United States was no longer a splinter group of individual states, matters along the western
frontier were not all that quiet. The Indian war still went on with loss of life on both sides. In 1785, General
Clark negotiated a treaty with the Indians beyond the Ohio but like many previous treaties, it was fragile
and more often broken than adhered to. Several expeditions under various commanders, and for some
seven years, fought constant battles with the marauding Indians.
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In Memoriam

Thankfully, nothing to report
here this month!
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Senior Warden
Home (408) 252-5340, (408) 550-5039 mobile
dialdice@gmail.com

Randy Downey, PM (Micki) Officers’ Coach
(408) 255-3719 home, (408) 674-8341 mobile
oldmandowney@msn.com

Richard Bartlett (Georgia)
Junior Warden
(831) 423-8462 home, (831) 331-3342 mobile
rick_bartlett@comcast.net

Jim Dingman
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(408) 859-0504 mobile
jimdingman@yahoo.com
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Secretary
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WHeimsoth@aol.com

Jeff Powell, PM (Claire) Junior Past Master
(408) 293-3371 home, (408) 476-8476 mobile
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John Unger, PM (Claudia)
Treasurer
(408) 269-4418 home, (408) 489-8128 mobile
Johnp4609@yahoo.com
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Mark McEuen (Judy)
(408) 251-3086 home
mousetours@sbcglobal.net

Chaplain

Jeff Strouse (Karen)
Senior Deacon
(408) 250-6424 home, (408) 250-6424 mobile
jeff277480vac@gmail.com
Josh Copeland
(330) 949-3498 mobile
copelandbit@gmail.com

Junior Deacon

Ron Rundell (Hilde)
Marshal
(408) 374-3141 home, (408) 206-5434 mobile
rcrundell@msn.com

Jeff Powell, PM (Claire)
Editor/Publisher
(408) 293-3371 home, (408) 476-8476 mobile,
jeff@jeffpowell.com

INSPECTOR

Joe Campbell (Mary Jane)
341th Masonic District
(408) 248-4356 home, 408) 234-5447 mobile,
wjcsjcca@aol.com
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It was during this time that William Clark was commissioned a lieutenant of infantry and was attached to
the 4th Sub-legion in September, 1792. Clark served under General Anthony Wayne for four years and
was in charge of a rifle corps which included several Chickasaw Indians, who at that time were allied with
the United States against the Spanish. Later when General Wayne began his march into Indian country,
Clark was at Cincinnati and started downriver to join the general. It was at the battle of Fallen Timbers, in
August of 1794, that Lieutenant Meriwether Lewis served under Clark. Clark remained in military service
until July 1, 1796, when he resigned his commission and returned to Mulberry Hill. Here, in addition to his
duties at home, he traveled extensively from Virginia to Washington DC and even to New Orleans, still
under the control of France. It was in 1803, that Clark received an unexpected letter from Captain Lewis.
This letter, when he accepted the commission, changed his and Lewis' life forever.
LEWIS and CLARK EXPEDITION
While Lewis was in fact the commander of the expedition, the success of the project was the result of a
combined effort of Lewis and Clark. Initially, Lewis had obtained a passport to cross the French territory of
Louisiana, but the sale by France of the Louisiana Purchase to the United States on April 30, 1803, obviated the need for such a passport. The expedition assembled in Illinois, near the mouth of the Missouri River. The winter of 1803-1804, was spent recruiting and training the men who enlisted for the expedition. The
route of the expedition was to travel up the Missouri River to its source. One of the problems with this route
was that it took the travelers into territory of the Sioux Indians who were not always friendly with the white
men. By skillful diplomacy on the part of Lewis and Clark, the expedition passed through the Sioux lands
and finally reached the Mandan Indian villages in North Dakota in the fall of 1804.
Following a winter with the Mandan, Lewis and Clark obtained the services of a French-Canadian and his
Shoshone wife Sacajawea. The expedition set out in the spring for a trip to the upper river. In July they
reached the falls where it was necessary to portage and again resume the water journey to the end of the
river. Here horses were obtained and the journey continued across the Great Divide and on to the Columbia River. Again reverting to the water, the expedition fashioned canoes and traveled down the Columbia
to the Pacific Ocean. it was an astonishing feat, crossing the continent by using two of its great rivers.
The explorers returned by basically the same route as they had taken out, retrieving their stashed canoes
from their outward journey. Lewis did make a short detour up the Maria's River named for his cousin, Maria
Wood. It was on this short journey that the first real trouble with the local Indians took place, however there
is no record of any expedition members being wounded or killed in the affair.
When the travelers reached the Mandan Indian village, they were able to persuade the Indian chief to go
with them to St. Louis. They arrived on September 23, 1806 to a great welcome by a nation that had
thought them dead.
EPILOGUE
The success of the expedition brought great rewards to both men. In November of 1807 they returned to
Washington, D.C. Here Lewis resigned his military commission and President Jefferson appointed him
governor of all of the Louisiana Territory above the northern boundary of present day Louisiana. Lewis
returned to St. Louis in the summer of 1807 and remained there until the summer of 1809 when he decided to return to Washington for some unfinished business in connection with the expedition. At an area near
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From the West

present day Memphis, he left the river and headed east at the crossing of the Tennessee River near Muscle Shoals. On the night of October 11, he stopped at an inn with his two servants. The next morning he
was found shot to death and his money and watch were missing. The watch was later recovered in New
Orleans. To this day, the matter of his death is still not completely known. Clark also resigned from the army on February 27, 1807, and was at once appointed a brigadier general of the Louisiana militia and appointed superintendent of Indian Affairs at St. Louis. He worked closely with Governor Lewis to establish
cooperation between both entities of the government. Upon the death of Lewis, Clark was asked to assume
the duty of governor but declined to accept the post. Later, however, in 1813, he became governor of the
Missouri Territory. Clark served with great distinction and his attitude towards the native Indians did much
to placate any hostility or resentment by the Western Indians. Clark died in St. Louis on September 1,
1838.

August was a busy month for our lodge officers. On Thursday evening, August 6th, 2015, we had our Stated Meeting, which was preceded by a great barbeque dinner. The dinner and the Stated Meeting were well
attended. On Monday evening, August 10th, 2015, Thursday evening, August 13th, 2015, and Thursday
evening, August 20th, 2015, we started working on our advanced station proficiencies. Speaking of advanced station practices, I am still looking for a few brothers who would be willing to join our line of officers,
as there are still a few openings. Please let me know if you are interested as soon as possible, so you can
practice for your position with the rest of the officers. There was a monthly Officers Association meeting on
Thursday evening, August 27th, 2015 hosted by Friendship Lodge at the San Jose Masonic Center. August was not all work however. On Saturday, August 8th, 2015, several brothers and their families participated in the lodge kayaking tour of Elkhorn Slough at Moss Landing. It was a very invigorating but exhausting day! Of course on Sunday, August 9th, 2015, several of our brothers participated in the annual Grand
Master’s Golf Tournament held at the Moffett Field Golf Course. A great time was had by all, and the funds
raised surpassed all expectations! For the month of September, we will continue working on our advanced
station proficiencies. We will also be attending the annual Constitutional Observance, being sponsored by
Zorah Grotto and Liberty Lodge 299, on Thursday, September 10th, 2015 at the San Jose Scottish Rite
Center. It is always a fun and educational evening. Be sure to check the lodge calendar for the schedule of
upcoming events! If you have not been to lodge recently, it’s a great time to come back and join in our activities. Remember, our lodge events are always better when more brothers participate!

Lewis was a member of Door to Virtue Lodge, No. 44, Albemarle Co., Virginia, having petitioned the Lodge
on December 31, 1796. He also received the Royal Arch Degree in Staunton Lodge, No. 13 but the exact
date is unknown, however, a diploma in the Library of Congress is dated October 31, 1799. Lewis was one
of the petitioners to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania for authorization to form St. Louis Lodge No. 111 and
this Lodge was constituted on November 8, 1808, with Meriwether Lewis as its first Master.
Clark was also a member of St. Louis Lodge No 111 and at his death on September 1, 1838, he was buried with full Military and Masonic Honors in Bellefontaine Cemetery in St. Louis.
These two great American soldiers, explorers and Masons have received very little recognition since their
deaths. Yet these two men were instrumental in allowing the United States to expand westward and help
form the great nation that it is.
From the Secretary’s Table
July was sure a busy month with MANY degrees. And last meeting we received an application from Robert
Patrick Morris! Remember September is Constitutional Observance Month, and the Grotto is putting a
wonderful dinner and presentation. See if you can attend. We are expecting to issue a lodge directory
about October of this year. If you have not updated some information that might have changed this year,
please contact the secretary very soon. I hope everyone liked the Sports theme of the August meeting. I
am trying to convince Worshipful Nick to have the October meeting, come in costume. And thanks to Eric
Horton, he has written music specifically for the lodge to use for the 3rd degree, with the other degrees
coming.
The Hall Corporation continues to keep busy. We are trying to get the HVAC quote a bit lower, and we
should be starting work soon. The new lights in the lodge are installed, thanks to Jeff Strouse climbing the
ladder ten times.

Allen Diamond
Phone: (408) 550-5039
Email: dialdice@gmail.com

Fraternally,
From the South
We will be having a combination of a couple favorites from the last few meals.

Barbecued pork ribs, and tri-tip. The ribs will be first boiled to both tenderize and also take on a bit of water, taking with it, a bit of broken down fat. (which of course makes it taste so good). They will then be finished on the grill with a generous application of BBQ sauce, where they will loose a bit of the water, but will
remain every so moist and tender (Oh-Yeah, uumm uumm good!). The tri-tip will also be BBQ'D with the
per usual Pappy's dry rub. Accompanying the meats are mashed potatoes and gravy, mixed veggies, and
a green salad. And for desert, ice cream bars.
The cost is the customary $10 per person.
We also have the incoming Grandmasters Hawaiian Luau comming up in a couple of months. In order to
startup interest in these tickets, (which are availabe for $20.00 each), I am putting up two tickets for a
drawing this stated meeting. Your name will be entered into the running when you pay for your dinner.
Two lucky people will each win a ticket to the Grand Master's Luau. Not bad, you will have approximately
a 1 in 16 chance to win... now, that's some good odds.
Please RSVP so I can better plan the needed food for everyone.
Thanks, and good luck to all (for the drawing)
Ps- My thanks to all this last stated to all the brothers who came "appropriately" dressed. It was nice to
see almost everyone in a team uniform, shirt, or hat of your favorite team.
Rick Bartlett
It was truly a lot of fun.
Phone: (831) 331-3342

Email: rick_bartlett@comcast.net

Fraternally,
Wayne Heimsoth

Secretary

Wayne Heimsoth
Phone: (408) 353-3298
Email: secretary@mtmoriah292.org

Fraternally,
Rick Bartlett

Junior Warden

